
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H1607April 24, 2002
Mr. Speaker, I enter into the RECORD 

an article by Jason Sohigian that ap-
peared in my hometown newspaper, 
The Worcester Telegram and Gazette, 
describing why Armenians still seek 
justice for the 1915 genocide by the 
Ottomans. 

Mr. Speaker, it is past time for the 
United States to recognize officially 
the Armenian genocide. There can be 
no justice without the truth. In the 
name of all humanity, let it happen 
now. 

The article previously referred to is 
as follows:
[From the Worcester Telegram and Gazette, 

Apr. 23, 2002] 
ARMENIANS STILL SEEK JUSTICE FOR 1915 

GENOCIDE BY OTTOMANS 
(By Jason Sohigian) 

The Armenian genocide is still subject to a 
massive campaign of denial by modern Tur-
key and distortion by some of its allies, in-
cluding Israel—much to the embarrassment 
of Jewish historians. While the rest of the 
world recognizes the systematic, premedi-
tated nature of the Armenian genocide, Tur-
key continues to devote massive amounts of 
resources toward its policy of denial. 

Often people wonder why the genocide, 
which happened so long ago, is still impor-
tant to so many people so far away from the 
scene of the crime. 

Why? Because Ottoman Turkey succeeded 
in annihilating more than half of the Arme-
nian population of historic Armenian. Entire 
villages, towns and cities were wiped out. 
Families were killed and their property ille-
gally confiscated. A 3,000-year-old indigenous 
culture was utterly disrupted and uprooted. 

Not one Armenian family in the world re-
mains untouched by this catastrophic event. 
Nearly every Armenian community leader, 
intellectual, and priest in the Ottoman 
Turkish capital, Istanbul, was rounded up on 
April 24, 1915, and massacred. That initiated 
the campaign of terror, and from that day 
forward nearly every Armenian family suf-
fered losses throughout Ottoman Turkey. 

My own grandfather witnesses the death of 
family members and lived as an orphan for 
many years until finally being reunited with 
the remnants of her family in the United 
States. My mother attempted to reconstruct 
my grandmother’s story for the historical 
record while my grandmother was still able 
to remember what happened during those 
years. 

Knowing that these few orphans managed 
to survive and regenerate into the Armenian 
community of today is truly an inspiration. 
I could not help but feel, both as an Arme-
nian and as an heir to the tragedy, the tre-
mendous sense of obligation to achieve jus-
tice for the Armenian people. 

That is the meaning behind the efforts to 
achieve recognition for the Armenian geno-
cide, 87 years after the fact. Armenians liv-
ing in the diaspora ask their governments to 
recognize this event, and urge Turkey to do 
the same. Recognition of the genocide is a 
pan-Armenian concern, and following the 
independence of Armenian after the fall of 
the Soviet Union in 1991, even the Armenian 
government of today has made recognition a 
major part of its foreign policy agenda. 

The issue of recognition has several as-
pects, among them a moral obligation, a po-
litical dimension and a legal component. 

Because so much effort has been expended 
combating denial over the years, many re-
lated issues still have not been explored. Ar-
menians worldwide are now raising the issue 
of reparations for land and other stolen Ar-
menian property. Just recently, class-action 

lawsuits were initiated against the New 
York Life and French Axa insurance compa-
nies, which sold policies in Ottoman Turkey 
to families and failed to pay the benefits to 
the heirs of those who were later massacred 
in the Armenian genocide. 

Modern Turkey is the beneficiary of its 
Ottoman past, and it vigorously celebrates 
this fact—except when it comes to the Arme-
nian genocide. Many of the Ottoman leaders 
who participated in the Armenian genocide 
went on to become officials of the modern 
Turkish state, and Turkey continues to prof-
it from the confiscated land and property of 
the Armenian people. 

Armenians will never forget. Nor will they 
forgive—until justice is served. 

But governments and leaders, too, must 
speak out. Individuals, too, must raise their 
voices. Conscience must prevail.

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f 

REMEMBERING THE ARMENIAN 
GENOCIDE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. SHERMAN) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I join 
with my colleagues from the Armenia 
Issues Caucus to recognize the obvious 
and uncontestable fact that during 
World War I and its aftermath, as 
many as 1.5 million Armenians died in 
the first genocide of the 20th century. 

The question is not whether we 
should recognize this genocide, but 
why we have not done so already. The 
evidence is overwhelming. It has been 
set forth today by the previous speak-
ers, as it has been set forth every April 
24th, year after year, on the floor of 
this House. 

Why do we not recognize that which 
is uncontestable? We are told that 
there are geopolitical reasons why the 
truth must be shrouded. Well, Turkey 
would be a much better ally of America 
if Turkey recognized the truth. What 
kind of ally would Germany be if it had 
a government that denied the Holo-
caust? What kind of ally would Amer-
ica be if we denied that slavery oc-
curred or claimed that we had not cre-
ated great injustices to the Native 
American population, including, frank-
ly, the genocide of certain Native 
American Tribes? 

Turkey is an ally of America, but 
America has no greater ally than the 
truth. Nothing is more important than 
that America be recognized as being 
guided by the truth, and eternal truth, 
and not the geopolitics of the hour.
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History will record that there are 
very few occasions in which the world 
consents or even a region of the world 
consents to the existence of a single su-
perpower, and the world will not con-
sent to our leadership unless that lead-

ership is guided by principle. We must 
put the truth first. 

What if, for example, a new regime 
should arise in Germany and disclaim 
the Holocaust and demand that we here 
in Washington marched down to the 
Holocaust Museum and rip it apart 
brick by brick? The response should 
not be, oh, Germany, is an important 
and powerful country. The response 
should be that there is nothing more 
important to America than the truth. 
We must recognize the genocide, and 
we must recognize the needs of those 
who survived the genocide. 

Last year when the President asked 
us for $70 million in aid to Armenia, 
this Congress responded with $90 mil-
lion of aid, additional aid to help meet 
Armenia’s security needs. Since its 
independence, this Congress has pro-
vided $1.3 billion of aid to that new de-
mocracy, and this year again we must 
respond by providing the aid that Ar-
menia needs, more than the President 
provides in his budget. We must make 
sure that we do not aid Azerbaijan as 
long as that country continues to 
blockade Armenia. 

Finally, with regard to the proposed 
pipeline, the Baku-Ceyhan pipeline, we 
must make sure that is a pipeline of 
peace that unites Azerbaijan and Ar-
menia as it flows through both of those 
countries into the Mediterranean Sea; 
and we must make sure that the Ex-
port-Import Bank does not risk our 
capital in creating a pipeline of war, a 
pipeline that deliberately circumvents 
Armenia and tries to create a new geo-
political situation in the Caucasus. We 
must recognize the truth. We must 
build toward peace, prosperity, and 
progress for Armenia and for the entire 
Caucasus region.

f 

REMEMBERING THE VICTIMS OF 
THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
FORBES). Under a previous order of the 
House, the gentleman from California 
(Mr. HORN) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HORN. Mr. Speaker, once again, 
I join my colleagues and the world in 
remembering those who suffered the 
horrifying events of the Armenian 
genocide. The tragedy of lost lives 
through ethnic cleansing must never be 
forgotten. 

The Armenian genocide marked the 
beginning of a barbaric practice begin-
ning in the 20th century. More than a 
million and a half Armenians were 
killed and forcibly departed. The Otto-
man Turks brutally uprooted and sys-
tematically eliminated Armenians 
from their homeland. To this day, the 
Turkish Government continues to deny 
that millions of Armenians were killed 
simply because they were Armenian. 

As an educator, I believe we must 
emphasize the role of education 
throughout the world. We must con-
tinue to forbid actions of racial intol-
erance and religious persecution which 
have led to so many cases of ethnic 
cleansing. The tragedies of the past 2 
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